The diagnostic valueof measuring serum lipase activityin cases of suspected pancreaticdisordersis well established (1, 2 The result is a much faster, more practical, and precise method, with fewer opportunities for error.
Materials and Methods

Reagents
The Add 100 ing of sodium diethyldithiocarbaniate to 60 ml of n-butanol in a 100-ml volumetric flask and dilute to volume with chloroform. This reagent is stable for at least two weeks in the refrigerator.
Warm a sufficient amount to room temperature before using. Saturated sodium bromide solution.
Add a minimum of 510 g of sodium bromide to 500 ml of distilled water. Mix with magnetic stirring for about an hour. Let the mixture stand overnight,then filter through a pad of glass wool. Store at room temperature.
Procedure
Use acid-washed tubes and pipetsthroughout. where U isdefinedas 1 izmolof fattyacid liberated per minute at 37 #{176}C, 0.42mol = amount ofoleicacid in 7.0 ml working standard solution, 0.10 ml = volume of sample, 1000 ml = volume correction factor, and 10 mm = incubation time.
Results and Discussion
Analytical Variables
Single-tube procedure. Simplification of the copper soap lipase assay has four essential requirements: (a) the final chloroform/heptane fatty acid extract Figure  1 ). Sometime between 10 and 15 mm there is a change to a slower linear reaction.
During the 10-mm incubation we used in the method, however, the enzyme reaction follows zero-order kinetics. Linearity with respect to enzyme. Sera with highly abnormal lipase activity must be diluted to avoid ex- ceeding Our method is both rapid, accurate, and precise, and requires no specialized equipment or skills. As a result, we believe it offers the physician a highly practical and reliable tool for the diagnosis of pancreatic disorders.
